wanted evill, but because it freeth the minde, and pre-
pareth it to the knowledge of heavenly things^ and
maketh it worthy to come and accompanie God. Then
enjoyeth the minde the consummate and complete good
of humane condition, whenas (treading all evil under-foot)
he flieth to heaven and nestleth in the secret bosome of
nature. Then taketh he delight in wandering amidst the
starres, to laugh at the pavements of the rich, and to
deride the earth with all her golde, not onely that I meane
which she hath delivered out and given to make money of,
but that also which she keepeth close hidden, to content
the avarice of prosperitie. He cannot contemne the
porches, nor the house beams that are burnished with
Ivory, nor the groves planted upon the tops of houses,
nor the rivers drawne and convayed thorow chambers,
before he hath circled the whole world, and beholding
the globe thereof from above, small and for the most part
covered with the Sea, and in that place where it dis-
covereth it selfe, hugely desart, and eyther burnt or frozen,
without saying to himselfe: Is this the point that is divided
amongst so many Nations by fire and sword? O how
ridiculous are the bounds of mortall men ? Let not the
Dane passe by the river of Ister, let Strimo include the
Thratians, let Euphrates bound the Parthians3 Danubia
separate the Samaritans and the Romanes, let Rhene
border Germany, the Pyrinean mountaines raise their
heads betwist France and Spaine; let the desolate vast-
nesse of sands divide Egypt from the Ethiopians. If we
should give humane understanding unto Ants, would they
not likewise divide a little Mole-hill of earth into Prov-
inces ? Whenas thou hast raised thy selfe to those things
that are truly great, as often as thou shah see whole armies
marching with displayed engines, and as if there were som
475